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(Above, Icon of St Gregory of Nyssa) 
 

SYNAXARION: Sunday after  Epiphany; Gregory of Nyssa; Dometian, Bishop of Melitene; Theosebia 
the Deaconess, the sister of Basil the Great & Gregory of Nyssa; Markianos, Priest and Oikonomos of the 
Great Church 
 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Pl 2 Mode): When the angelic powers appeared at the tomb and soldiers 
guarding You became as though dead and standing by Your sepulchre was Mary seeking Your pure and sa-
cred Body. For You did vanquish Hades and uncorrupted by its touch, You came unto the virgin woman be-
stowing the gift of Life. O You who rose from the dead, Lord, we give glory to You.   
 

Apolytikion of the Feast (1st Mode): As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the worship of 
the Trinity became manifest, for the voice of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the Beloved Son; 
and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, who appeared and 
illumined the world, glory to You.  
 

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for  you 
O Forerunner the witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be truly more venerable than the 
prophets.  Since you were granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, you 
strove for truth, proclaiming with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the 
flesh, and takes away the sins of the world, and grants to us His great mercy. 
 

Kontakion: From Above You appeared today, to all the wor ld, and Your  Light, O our  Lord, has been 
marked upon us, who in true knowledge sing to You: You came, You appeared, O Light unapproachable. 
 

Memorial Service: Vasilios Nicklow (40 Days); J immy Gerakios (4 Days) 



 Readings for Sunday After Epiphany 

Epistle Reading is from Ephesians 4:7-13 

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of 
Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it 
mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who 
descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill 
all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.  
 

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 4:12-17 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, to-
ward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shad-
ow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  

 

Answer these thought pro-
voking questions about to-

day’s Gospel Reading in the 
adult and teen Sunday 

school lesson.  
Click HERE. 

 

Click here to Download this 
Week’s Children’s Word from 

MyOCN. 

Happy Birthday  

and Happy Nameday! 

If you want to make sure we have your 

birthdate on file, please call the office.  

Birthdays  

Kris Christopher - Jan 10 

Anthony Heilman - Jan 10 

Alexandra Demas - Jan 11 

Nicholas Demas - Jan 11 

Axl David - Jan 12 

Helen Katzaras - Jan 13 

Eleni Stilian - Jan 13 

Sophia Calamunci - Jan 14 

Matthew Demetriou - Jan 14 

Angela Johnston - Jan 14 

Aristi Patellis - Jan 15 

Bill Sotiropoulos - Jan 15 

Elizabeth Xenick - Jan 16 

Namedays 

 

Theodosios - Jan 11 

Mertios, Tatiani - Jan 12 

Ermilos - Jan 13 

Nina - Jan 14 

 

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%2010%20january%202021.pdf
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/


Sunday, January 10   Sunday after Theophany 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, January 11   Bible Study      6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 12   Women’s Bible Study     10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 13  Paraklesis Service of Supplication   6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, January 16  Orthros 9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 17   St. Anthony 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, January 18   Sts. Athanasios and Cyril 
     Orthros 9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 

January 10 - 16 
 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature,  
which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator.  

Colossians 3:9-10  
 

As we celebrate the Feast of Epiphany from January 6-14, we reflect on Christ reconsecrating the creation. In the spirit of our 
parish word of the year which is “renew”, we read in Colossians 3: 9-10 about putting off the old nature and putting on the new 
nature. These verses are actually offered as part of a pray-er at the sacrament of Baptism. We are not “naturally” bad. God made 
us after His image and likeness, which means that we are innately good. We naturally incline to what is good. To act poorly is 
something we learn. We go against our true nature, which is to be Godly, and we become lying and deceitful. Saint Paul tells us 
in these verses to put off this “old nature”, where we are not honest with one another, and to put on the new nature (which is a 
return to our “natural” state), renewing ourselves after the image of our Creator. He is careful to point out that this is done “in 
knowledge.” This means that a return to our original nature requires us to learn and to change. It doesn’t just “happen.” As you 
look at your life as we begin 2021, ask yourself how much of your “nature,” or what now seems natural to you, is actually in line 
with how God made you to be. And the basic question is, does our life reflect our true nature, does it reflect God, or does our life 
reflect a false presentation of God, in other words a lie? As Saint Paul says, let us not lie to one another or pretend that we have a 
new nature. Let us actually work to put on that new nature, through work and knowledge, so that reflect the image of our Crea-
tor.  

Stewardship 2021 Update 

As of Wednesday, January 6, we have  

received 123 stewardship forms,  

with a pledged amount of $226,304.00 for 2021. 

Don’t forget  to fill out your form  

and send it into the office! 

Sunday School Resumes, January 10 

For 2021 we are encouraging more participation in our IN PERSON SUN-
DAY SCHOOL SESSIONS.  We are moving these lessons to Sunday and 
this Sunday, January 10, we pray that many of our  Toddler 2’s - 1st 
Graders will attend. Please sign up below for this Sunday’s ser-
vice. Remember that if you arrive late, you may need to attend the service in 
the hall.  If attendance is good we will continue offering in-person Sunday 
School, for this group, every week. In addition our 2nd-6th students will start 
on January 24. These lessons will take place after the Divine Liturgy in the 
church where everyone will be invited to sit on the solea. Of course we will 
social distance and wear our masks.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR JANUARY  

Sunday, January 10:   St. Basil/Epiphany/Vasilopita 
+++IN PERSON LESSON FOR TODDLER 2’S - 1ST GRADE 

Sunday, January 17:   Light of Christ – Making Faith Personal  

Sunday, January 24:   Worship/The Divine Liturgy/ Holy Communion 
+++IN PERSON LESSON FOR 2ND - 6TH GRADE 

Saturday, January 30:  SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS MEETING  

Sunday, January 31:   Sacramental Life of the Orthodox Church  

Orthodoxy 101 Class will begin in February 

Fr. Stavros offers this class two times per year, in the spring and 
in the fall. This will be a Four-week course of study on Monday 
nights to make people aware of the basics of being an Orthodox 
Christian. The classes will be part lecture, part discussion, with 
lots of time for questions and answers. 

The four sessions will be done as follows: 
Monday, February 8 - A Tour of the Orthodox Church 

Monday February 15 - Orthodox Spirituality, Introduction to Sacraments 
Monday, February 22 - The Divine Liturgy, A Teaching Liturgy 

Monday, March 1 - Orthodox Traditions 



Update and Announcements 
Sunday School continues - Please do this with your  children. There will be a video presentation for  pre-school through sixth grade. 

 

Click here for the 2020 Virtual Christmas Pageant!  

 

Click here for the 2019 Christmas Pageant!  

 

Looking for Ushers - We are looking for  more ushers to help at the Divine Services of our  church. If you are interested, please email Fr . Stavros at 
frstav@gmail.com.  

 

Babysitter Wanted - A parishioner from our community is looking for part-time / per diem babysitter. If you are interested, please contact the office by 
phone (813-876-8830) or by e-mail (office@stjohntpa.org) 

 

Women’s Bible Study will meet in January on Tuesday, January 12; Tuesday, January 19 and Tuesday, January 26. - We are studying the Epistle of 
St. James. We meet via ZOOM. Fr. Stavros leads this group. If you would like to join our women’s Bible study group, please contact Fr. Stavros at 
frstav@gmail.com and he will add you to the Zoom link. At some point, we will be resuming in person, however when we do, there will continue to be a 
zoom option.  

 

Monday Night Bible Study with Char lie will be held on Mondays, January 11, 18 and 25, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Bible study is held via Zoom. If you are 
not part of the Monday night Bible study and would like to join in, please contact Charlie at chambos@stjohntpa.org and he will add you.  

 

When God Is Not There, a Book Study on Suffering, January 26 - “The world we live in has been called a ‘vale of tears’, a ‘place of weeping’ — perhaps 
with good reason. This book records simple events and conversations, all the while grappling with difficult questions. Its aim is to convey the sense of the 
discreet yet persuasive presence of the true God precisely in situations where He is not visible: in pain, in disability, in the tragedies of life, in inexorable 
death, as this comes across in true events and is reflected in the lives of real people.” Alex Limberatos will be hosting a Zoom Book Study on Tuesday 
Nights at 6:30 p.m. starting January 26 in six sessions. If you are interested in joining, please e-mail Alex at alex@stjohntpa.org or call the office phone.  
Books will be provided. 

 

Paraklesis Services Resuming each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. - We are going to resume our weekly Paraklesis Service this Wednesday (and on each 
Wednesday) from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. We will continue to pray for each person in our community by name. 

 

GriefShare Ministry Starting on Thursday, January 21 - It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child, 
family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who understand the deep hurt you feel. This can be a confusing time when you 
feel isolated and have many questions. “Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped around you when you’re shivering.” GriefShare groups 
meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move toward rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three distinct elements: Video seminar with 
experts, support group discussion with focus, and personal study and reflection. We will be offering hybrid meetings both in person in the Administration 
Building and via Zoom from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Thursdays, starting January 21 for 13 weeks, ending on Thursday, April 22. If you are inter-
ested, please contact either the church office (813-876-8830 or office@stjohntpa.org) or Donna Hambos (813-843-8412 or dhambos@msn.com). For  
January, GriefShare will meet January 21 and 28. For more information please contact Donna Hambos at 813-843-8412 or dhambos@msn.com. Books for 
the program will be provided. Donation for the book suggested but not required. Open to all family and friends. Griefshare remains open enrollment with 
support towards healing and hope. You can begin at any time. If you attended last semester and missed a day or two, you can come for those days or re-
peat the whole thing. 

 

My Word 2021 - For the past two years, we’ve encouraged parishioners to identify one word that will shape their year.  With 2021 underway, it’s important 
to come up with a word that will define you in 2021.  Please send in your word for 2021 to Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com so that we may display all our 
parishioners words as we do each year. 

 

Sunday, January 17, St. Anthony - St. Anthony is recognized as one of the fathers of monasticism. He lived in the late 3rd and early 4th centuries. He 
founded a monastery in Egypt which still exists to this day. He authored many of the monastic rules that are still in practice today. He also was a major con-
tributor to the First Ecumenical Council in Nicea in 325, where the Nicene Creed was first authored. He was one of the leaders against the heresies of Arian-
ism.  

 

Monday, January 18, St Athanasios and Cyril - St. Athanasios was born in 297 and ordained a priest in 319. At the age of 28, he was one of the leaders of 
the First Ecumenical Council in 325 in Nicea, and defended the Faith against the heresies of Arius. He contributed to the development of the Nicene Creed 
authored in 325 and edited in 381 at the second Ecumenical Council. St. Athanasios became a bishop and later Patriarch of Alexandria. St. Cyril was born 
after the death of St. Athanasios, so even though they are depicted and celebrated together, they never met one another. Saint Cyril was also Patriarch of Al-
exandria and presided over the Third Ecumenical Council in 431.  

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Gilda Parascandola, Kathy & Andrew Bouz-
inekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine,  Olga, Virginia 
Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, 
Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline 
Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, 
Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, 
Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria 
Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean 
Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, 
Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, 
Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 

https://youtu.be/eG_-Ijqev7Q
https://youtu.be/X1sbxb5aGWc
mailto:office@stjohntpa.org



